
 

Rhetorical Devices 

 

Simile 

 

A simile explicitly compares two different things using connecting words—typically 

"like," "as," or "than"—to create vivid imagery or clarify meaning. Unlike literal 

comparisons, similes create figurative connections that illuminate qualities through 

unexpected associations. 

 

How It Works: 

 

Direct comparison structure: Subject + linking verb + "like/as" + comparison object. 

 

Comparative adverbial structure: Action + "like/as" + comparison reference. 

 

Intensifier structure: "As [adjective] as" + comparison standard. 

 

Structure of Simile: 

 

Type​             Structure​       Example​                                                  Function 

 

Standard​ X is like Y​       "Life is like a box of chocolates"          Basic comparison 

Intensive​ As [adj] as Y​       "As brave as a lion"​                      Emphasizes degree 

Extended       Multiple clause   "Running from homework like     Develops comparison 

                         comparison​       a cat from water, leaping 

                                                        every obstacle"​  

Implied​ Suggests               "He slithered into the room”             Subtle comparison 

                         comparison 

                         through verb​ 
Negative​ Unlike/not like   “Unlike a storm,                          ​                                                                      
                         comparison          she entered quietly”                            Contrast emphasis 

 

Everyday Examples: 

 

Simile                           ​ Intended Effect​                    Context 

 

"She runs like the wind"​ Speed and effortlessness​        Athletic description 

"As quiet as a mouse"​ Extreme silence​                    Behavioral comparison 

"Like a fish out of water"​ Discomfort, unfamiliarity​        Social awkwardness 

"Sleeping like a baby"​ Deep, peaceful rest​                    Quality of sleep 

"Fight like cats and dogs"​ Constant conflict​                    Relationship dynamics 

 

 

 



 

 

Literary & Media Examples: 

 

Forrest Gump's "Life is like a box of chocolates—you never know what you're gonna 

get" uses simile to capture life's unpredictability. 

 

Robert Burns' "My love is like a red, red rose" creates romantic imagery through 

natural comparison. 

 

Shakespeare's frequent use: "Shall I compare thee to a summer's day?" 

 

Tips: 

 

Connector Test: Look for "like," "as," "than," "resembles," "similar to". 

Two-Entity Rule: Identify two distinct things being compared. 

Figurative Purpose: Ensure the comparison is non-literal and meaningful. 

Enhancement Check: Does it clarify, emphasize, or beautify description? 

 

Metaphor 

 

A metaphor creates direct identification between two unrelated things without using 

"like" or "as," stating that one thing is another to transfer qualities or create new 

understanding. It operates through implicit comparison, often revealing hidden 

connections. 

 

Metaphor Sub-types: 

 

Type​                Mechanism​ Example​                  Effect 

 

Direct​                X is Y​             "Time is money"​      Simple equation 

Implicit​    Action implies        "She barked orders”      Suggests through 

                            comparison​                                                       behavior 

Extended​    Develops over         "Life is a journey:          Sustained comparison 

                            multiple lines​  we pack our bags, 

                                                                face storms…” 

 

Literary & Media Examples: 

 

"All the world's a stage, and all the men and women merely players." 

  — As You Like It by William Shakespeare   

In this famous metaphor, life is compared to a theatrical stage, and people are 

likened to actors playing their roles. Shakespeare uses this image to suggest that our 

actions and behaviors follow certain “scripts” as we move through life’s different 

“acts”. 

 



 

 

"The sun was a toddler insistently refusing to go to bed." 

  — The Fault in Our Stars by John Green 

 

Here, the setting sun is compared to a “stubborn child”, creating a vivid image of a 

day lingering longer than expected. This metaphor adds character and warmth to the 

description of the evening. 

 

"Her mouth was a fountain of delight." 

  — The Storm by Kate Chopin   

  

In this metaphor, “mouth” is compared to a “fountain”, emphasizing the joy and 

pleasure expressed by the character’s words or laughter. 

 

"Life for me ain’t been no crystal stair." 

  — Mother to Son by Langston Hughes   

 

This extended metaphor contrasts an idealized, smooth “crystal stair” with the 

speaker’s own difficult path, suggesting that life is a journey full of hardships rather 

than an effortless ascent. 

 

"But, soft! What light through yonder window breaks? / It is the east, and Juliet is 

the sun." 

 — Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare   

 

Juliet is compared to the “sun”, highlighting her importance and brilliance in 

Romeo’s life. This metaphor elevates Juliet to a radiant, life-giving presence. 

 

"His imagination was a spider’s web, catching dancing fairies."**   

  — Dombey and Son by Charles Dickens   

 

Here, “imagination” is described as a “spider’s web” that captures elusive, magical 

“fairies”—representing creative ideas. This presents a child’s mind as wondrous and 

intricate. 

 

Tips: 

 

Direct Statement Test: Look for forms of "to be" connecting unlike things. 

No Connector Rule: Absence of "like," "as," comparison words. 

Quality Transfer: One thing gains properties of another. 

Conceptual Coherence: The comparison creates meaningful insight. 

 

 

 

 



 

Hypallage (Transferred Epithet) 

 

Hypallage shifts a descriptive word (usually an adjective) from its logical subject to 

another noun in the sentence, often creating subtle personification or poetic effects. 

The modifier maintains its semantic relationship while changing its grammatical 

attachment. 

 

How It Works: 

 

Adjective displacement: Moves from animate to inanimate noun. 

 

Emotional transfer: Human feelings attributed to objects/settings. 

 

Temporal/spatial transfer: Qualities shifted to time or place references. 

 

Types of Transferred Epithet: 

 

Type​                              Transfer Direction     Example​                  Explanation 

 

Animate→Inanimate     Human quality                 "Restless night”             Person's  

                                            to object                                                          restlessness → night 

 

Agent→Setting​        Actor's state                      "Sleeping                        Inhabitants’ 

                                            to location​               countryside”          sleep → landscape 

 

Subject→Object​       Owner's trait                      "Nervous handful         Person's 

                                            to possession​                of nuts”               nervousness → nuts 

 

 Temporal​                    Experiencer's                    "Happy morning”         Person's 

                                            state to time​               ​                        happiness → time 

 

Causal​                               Effect's quality                   "Fatal shore”             Fatal journey → 

                                            to cause​                           ​                               shore location 

 

Everyday Examples: 

 

Transferred Epithet​ Meaning​                                     Poetic Effect 

 

"Sleepless pillow"​             The person couldn't sleep​              Pillow embodies  

                                                                                                                 insomnia 

 

"Careless match"​             Person was careless with match​ Match seems 

                                                                                                                inherently dangerous 

 

 



 

"Thoughtful pause"  ​ Person paused to think​             Pause itself seems     

                                                                                                                contemplative 

 

"Guilty secret"​             Person feels guilty about secret​ Secret carries moral       

                                                                                                                weight 

 

"Lonely road"​             Traveler feels lonely​                         Road evokes isolation 

 

Tips: 

 

Logic Test: Does the adjective make literal sense with its noun? 

Transfer Question: Who/what should logically have this quality? 

Personification Check: Does it give human traits to non-human things? 

Context Clues: Look for the actual possessor of the quality in context. 

 

Personification 

 

Personification attributes human characteristics, emotions, or behaviors to 

non-human entities, such as animals, objects, abstract concepts, or natural 

phenomena, making them more relatable and vivid for readers. 

 

Types of Personification: 

 

Type                                 Subject Category         Example                                Effect 

 

Nature Personified          Weather,                             "The wind whispered"             Makes 

                                             landscapes, seasons                                                  nature active 

 

Object Animation            Inanimate                           "The car coughed”                  Creates 

                                             things act human                                        sympathy/familiarity 

 

Abstract Embodiment    Concepts given                  "Death knocked                        Makes 

                                             human form                       at the door”            abstract concrete 

 

Emotional Attribution    Things feel emotions        "The house                           Transfers 

                                                                                           looked sad"                   human mood      

Behavioral Assignment  Non-humans do                "Time marches on”              Dynamic 

                                             human actions                                                    rather than static 

 

Everyday Examples: 

 

Personification​                   Human Quality Given       Contextual Use 

 

"The alarm clock screamed"     Vocal expression​                       Morning routine drama 

 



 

"Opportunity knocked"​       Physical action + intention     Career/chance        

                                                                                                              discussion 

"The camera loves her"​       Aesthetic preference​           Photography/modeling 

"Money talks"​                   Speech/communication​          Financial influence 

"The city never sleeps"​       Biological need​                        Urban activity level 

 

Literary & Media Examples: 

 

John Donne's "Death, be not proud"—Death addressed as an arrogant person. 

 

Disney's animated objects (Beauty and the Beast)—furniture with personalities. 

 

Tips: 

 

Human Action Test: Is a non-human doing something only humans do? 

Emotion Check: Are feelings attributed to non-feeling entities? 

Physical Capability: Can the subject actually perform the described action? 

Communication Test: Is a non-communicative entity speaking/thinking? 

 

Apostrophe 

 

Apostrophe involves directly addressing someone absent, dead, or non-human as if 

they could respond, creating dramatic intensity and emotional effect. It breaks the 

fourth wall between speaker and subject. 

 

Types of Addressee: 

  

Addressee Type   Purpose                Example                                    Function  

 

Absent Person          Express feelings     "O Romeo, Romeo,                      Unrequited  

                                     they can't hear       wherefore art thou Romeo?”    communication 

 

 

Dead Person             Continue                  "Grandmother,                             Emotional 

                                     relationship             I need your wisdom now”         continuity 

                                     beyond death  

 

Abstract Concept     Make the                 "O Liberty!                                     Personify ideas 

                                     abstract concrete   What crimes are 

                                                                        committed in thy name!” 

 

Inanimate Object   Create close               "O happy dagger!" (Juliet)        Give objects  

                                   connection                                                                         significance 

                                   with things 

 



 

 

Divine                       Invoke higher           "Sing, O goddess,                        Seek 

/Supernatural         powers                        the anger of Achilles”                inspiration/aid                           

 

Everyday Examples: 

 

Apostrophe​                  Addressee​            Emotional Context 

 

"Why me, God?"                         Divine entity​             Suffering/frustration 

"Come on, car, start!"​       Mechanical object​ Desperation/pleading 

"Speak to me, photograph"​      Memento of deceased​ Grief/longing 

"Time, please be kind"​       Abstract concept​            Anxiety about future 

"O sleep, where are you?"​       Biological state​             Insomnia frustration 

 

Literary & Media Examples: 

 

Whitman's "O Captain! My Captain!"—addressing dead Lincoln. 

 

Modern music: Many songs address absent lovers or deceased persons. 

 

Tips: 

 

Direct Address Test: Is someone/something being spoken to directly? 

Response Impossibility: Can the addressee actually answer? 

"O" Signal: Classical apostrophes often begin with "O" 

Emotional Intensity: Usually accompanied by strong feeling. 

 

Antithesis 

 

Antithesis juxtaposes opposing ideas through parallel grammatical structures, 

creating memorable contrasts that emphasize differences and clarify meanings. The 

balance enhances both concepts through opposition. 

 

Structure of Antithesis: 

 

Pattern             Structure                   Example                           Effect 

 

Simple Binary    A vs B                            "To be or not to be"            Clear choice 

 

Parallel                [Subject-verb]             "Give me liberty                  Balanced 

Clauses                 vs [Subject-verb]        or give me death”               action 

 

Chiastic                ABBA                           “I'd rather die on my feet   Structural symmetry 

Antithesis            opposing pattern        than live on my knees.” 

 



 

Everyday Examples: 

 

Antithesis​                                                           Opposition Type​  

 

"Actions speak louder than words"                       Behavior vs Speech​  

"Better late than never"​                                     Timing preference​  

"Give me liberty or give me death"​            Freedom vs Death​  

"Love me or hate me, but don't ignore me"        Attention vs Neglect​  

"Work smarter, not harder"​                        Method efficiency 

 

Literary & Media Examples: 

 

Dickens' "It was the best of times, it was the worst of times"—captures historical 

contradiction. 

 

JFK's “Ask not what your country can do for you — ask what you can do for your 

country.”—civic responsibility. 

 

Tips: 

 

Opposition Test: Are contrasting ideas presented? 

Parallel Structure: Do contrasting parts have similar grammar? 

Balance Check: Are the opposites given equal weight? 

Emphasis Effect: Does the contrast clarify or strengthen the point? 

 

Epigram 

 

An epigram is a brief, witty, and often paradoxical statement that expresses a single 

thought or observation with clever precision. It combines brevity with insight, 

typically featuring a surprising twist or reversal. 

 

Sub-types of Epigram: 

 

Type                 Characteristics     Example                                  Purpose  

 

Satirical            Mocks people             “I can resist everything 

                           /institutions                except temptation"                    Social criticism 

 

Paradoxical      Contains apparent    "The only way to get rid 

                            contradiction             of temptation is  

                                                                  to yield to it"                           Thought provocation 

 

Philosophical   Expresses wisdom    "Experience is the name 

                            /truth                           everyone gives  

 



 

                                                                  to their mistakes"                       Universal insight 

 

Witty                   Clever comment       "I have nothing to declare 

Observation       on life                         except my genius"                       Humor 

                                                                                                                          /entertainment 

Moral                Teaches                        "No one can make you 

                           ethical lesson               feel inferior without  

                                                                   your consent"                          Behavioral guidance 

 

Everyday Examples: 

 

Epigram​                                             Type​              

"Life is what happens 

while you're making other plans"​           Philosophical​  

 

"If you want something done, 

ask a busy person"​                                    Paradoxical 

 

"The best way to predict 

the future is to invent it"​                       Motivational 

 

 

"A cynic is someone who knows 

the price of everything and  

the value of nothing"                                 Satirical 

 

"Less is more"​                                   Aesthetic 

 

Tips: 

 

Brevity Test: Is it notably short and concise? 

Wit Factor: Does it contain clever wordplay or insight? 

Completeness: Does it express a complete thought? 

Memorability: Is it quotable and easy to remember? 

Surprise Element: Does it contain an unexpected twist? 

 

Oxymoron 

 

An oxymoron combines two contradictory or opposing words/terms to create a 

paradoxical effect that often reveals deeper truth or complex meaning. The 

contradiction forces readers to reconsider conventional understanding. 

 

 

 

 



 

Structure of Oxymoron: 

 

Structure                   Formation                                          Examples 

 

Adjective-Noun           Contradictory modifier + noun          "Deafening silence,"  

                                                                                                          "open secret" 

Compound Word       Two opposing words combined           "Bittersweet,"  

                                                                                                          "original copy" 

Verb-Adverb               Action contradicts manner                   "Act naturally," 

                                                                                                          "clearly confused" 

Contextual                   Situation creates contradiction           "Military intelligence,"  

                                                                                                          "civil war" 

Everyday Examples: 

 

Oxymoron​             Context​  

"Open secret"​ Known but officially hidden 

"Living dead" ​ Zombie/lifeless person 

"Organized chaos"​ Controlled disorder 

"Friendly fire"​ Accidental attack by allies 

 

Literary & Media Examples: 

 

Shakespeare's "parting is such sweet sorrow"—captures complex emotion. 

 

Modern advertising: "Virtual reality," "original copy". 

 

Tips: 

 

Contradiction Test: Do the words oppose each other logically? 

Meaningful Paradox: Does the contradiction reveal insight? 

Proximity Requirement: Are contradictory terms close together? 

Context Coherence: Does the oxymoron make sense in context? 

 

Alliteration 

 

Alliteration repeats initial consonant sounds in closely positioned words to create 

musical effects, enhance memorability, and add rhythmic quality to language. Focus 

on sound, not spelling. 

 

Alliteration Patterns: 

 

Pattern Type       Structure                                      Example 

 

Simple                      Repeated initial sound                  "Peter Piper picked" 

 



 

Cluster                     Multiple words in sequence         "Big brown bears bought berries" 

Scattered                 Repeated sound                              “From forth the fatal loins 

                                  throughout passage                         of these two foes" 

Compound              Within single compound word    "Lululemon," "Coca-Cola" 

 

Everyday Examples: 

 

Context​              Alliterative Phrase​                                

 

Business Names​ "Bed Bath & Beyond," "PayPal"​                     

                                                                                                                        

Headlines​             "Massive Mudslide 

                                     Moves Mountains"​                                              

Product Slogans       "Melts in your mouth, not in your hands"       

 

 

Tips: 

 

Sound Focus: Listen for repeated initial sounds, not letters 

Proximity Test: Are alliterative words reasonably close? 

Intentional Effect: Does it create rhythm, emphasis, or memorability? 

Frequency Balance: Enough to notice, not so much as to overwhelm 

 

Onomatopoeia 

 

Onomatopoeia creates words that phonetically imitate the sounds they describe, 

adding sensory vividness and immediacy to writing. These words bridge the gap 

between sound and meaning. 

 

Onomatopoeic Words: 

 

Sound Source   Examples 

 

Animals                 "Moo," "bark," "chirp," "hiss" 

Impact                   "Bang," "crash," "thud," "whack" 

Water/liquid        "Splash," "drip," "gurgle," "whoosh" 

Mechanical           "Beep," "whirr," "tick-tock," "buzz" 

Human                  "Achoo," "hiccup," "giggle," "grunt" 

 

Cross-Cultural Variations: 

 

Sound​  English​                Spanish       ​ Japanese​          German 

Dog bark​  "Woof"​                 "Guau"​             "Wan-wan"    ​         "Wau-wau" 

Cat sound​  "Meow"​                 "Miau"​             "Nyan"​          "Miau" 

 



 

Rooster crow​ "Cock-a-doodle-doo" "Quiquiriquí"​ "Ko-ke-kok-koh"   "Kikeriki" 

Knock. ​ "Knock knock"​    "Toc toc"​             "Kon kon"​        "Klopf klopf" 

 

Everyday Examples: 

 

Context​               Onomatopoeic Words                           Effect 

Comic Books​               "Pow!" "Bam!" "Zap!"​                             Visual representation 

                                                                                                                   of sound 

Cooking Description  "Sizzle," "bubble," "chop"  ​                Sensory engagement 

Weather Reporting​   "Pitter-patter," "thunder," "whistle"          Atmospheric mood 

Baby Talk​                "Choo-choo," "moo-moo," "bow-wow"​  Language development 

 

 

Tips: 

 

Sound Imitation Test: Does the word sound like what it describes? 

Sensory Trigger: Does reading it evoke the actual sound? 

Dictionary Check: Many onomatopoeic words are officially recognized. 

Cultural Recognition: Is it understood as sound-imitative in context? 

 

Rhetorical Question 

 

Rhetorical questions are asked for dramatic or persuasive effect rather than to obtain 

information, engaging readers directly and emphasizing points through implied 

answers. 

 

Types of Rhetorical Questions: 

 

Type                                  Purpose                                       Example 

 

Rhetorical Affirmation    Confirm obvious truth                  “If you tickle us, 

                                                                                                         do we not laugh?” 

 

Rhetorical Negation         Deny obvious falsehood               "Do pigs fly?" 

 

Hypophora                         Question then answer yourself   "What should we do? We  

                                                                                                          should act.” 

 

Epiplexis                           Question to blame/lecture           "How could you do this  

                                                                                                        to me?" 

 

Erotesis                              Question implying strong            "Who doesn't want 

                                              assertion                                          to be loved?” 

  

 



 

Everyday Examples: 

 

Rhetorical Question​                Context​  

 

"Are you kidding me?"​                 Expression of Disbelief 

"Who has time for that?"​                 Dismissal of activity 

"Why me?"​                                          Expression of Self-pity 

"What would we do without you?"​    Appreciation 

 

 

Literary & Media Examples: 

 

Shakespeare's Shylock: "Hath not a Jew eyes?"—demands human recognition. 

 

Advertising: "Why settle for less?"—implies product superiority. 

 

Tips: 

 

Answer Expectation: Is a response actually wanted? 

Implied Response: Is there an obvious implied answer? 

Emotional Charge: Does it carry persuasive or dramatic weight? 

Audience Engagement: Does it make readers think or feel? 

 

Chiasmus 

 

Chiasmus reverses the grammatical structure or ideas of a phrase in its second part, 

creating a mirror-like ABBA pattern that emphasizes key concepts through structural 

symmetry. 

 

Structure of Chiasmus: 

 

Pattern            Structure                                   Example 

 

Simple ABBA   Reverse word order                   "Never let a fool kiss you or 

                                                                                   a kiss fool you" 

 

Conceptual       Reverse ideas,                             "By day the frolic, 

                            different words                           and the dance by night” 

 

Tips: 

 

Mirror Test: Is there a structural reversal between two parts? 

ABBA Pattern: Can you identify the crossing pattern? 

Conceptual Connection: Do corresponding elements relate meaningfully? 

 



 

Symmetry Effect: Does the structure create balance or emphasis? 

 

Metonymy   

 

Metonymy substitutes the name of one thing with a word that is closely associated, 

but not physically part of it, relying on mental contiguity rather than resemblance. 

For example, “Silicon Valley” evokes the U.S. tech sector, even though the valley is 

merely its geographic hub. 

 

How It Works: 

 

Noun→Noun swap: The “bench” will rule replaces “judges”. 

 

Concrete→Abstract: “She has a lot of heart” substitutes “heart” for passion.   

 

Concrete→Collective: “The press is hungry”: the “press”, a machine, is used to refer 

to the journalists. 

 

Structure of Metonymy: 

 

Type                               Mechanism                Example 

 

Place → Institution       A place stands 

                                          for an organization     “The White House will brief reporters at  

                                                                                   noon.” 

 

Object → Activity          Tool stands for the      “Put down the 

                                          thing it is                        mic.” (stop rapping) 

                                          associated with  

 

Attribute → Concept    Quality of a physical    “Blood is thicker than 

                                          object evokes                  water” (contrasts kinship with  

                                          an idea                             non-family bonds) 

 

Producer → Product    Creator replaces            “I’m studying Shakespeare tonight.” 

                                          creation                           

 

Cause ↔ Effect              Result stands for origin 

                                          & vice versa                   “The kettle’s boiling” (water boils). 

                                                      “The Oval Office thundered back” (president’s reaction) 

 

Container → Contents  Container stands for     “He drank three bottles last night.”  

                                           the thing it is                                                              (Alcohol) 

                                           associated with                                 

 



 

Everyday Examples: 

 

Metonymy       Intended Meaning         Reason  

 

Hollywood          U.S. film industry                 District synonymous with filmmaking 

Suits                     Corporate employees           Business attire signals profession 

Bread                   Livelihood or food                Staple food as proxy for sustenance 

 

Tips: 

 

Association Test: Is the substitute logically or culturally linked, but not a literal part?   

Part-of Question: If you ask “Is X physically part of Y?” and the answer is no, you’re 

likely seeing metonymy instead of synecdoche.   

Expansion Test: Replace the metonym with its full phrase; if meaning stays intact, 

you’ve confirmed it (“The Crown” → “the monarch”). 

 

Synecdoche   

 

Synecdoche swaps a part for the whole or the whole for a part in a literal, physical 

sense. It is a specialized branch of metonymy, but the part-whole relationship is 

mandatory. 

 

Microcosm vs. Macrocosm: 

 

Category     Direction          Key Idea                              Example 

 

Microcosm    Part → Whole   Portion represents entirety  “All ‘hands’ on deck” (crew) 

Macrocosm   Whole → Part   Whole represents part          “The ‘Pentagon’ announced” 

                                                                                                      (an individual spokesperson) 

Six Main Sub-types: 

 

Sub-type             Mechanism                 Example                Explanation  

 

Part for Whole     Part stands for  

                                whole entity/object        Nice ‘wheels’!           Wheels are part of a car. 

 

Whole for Part     Entity/object stands      ‘Brazil’ lifted             Country stands 

                                for part                              the trophy.                for its football team.            

                                                                            

Container for       Vessel evokes                    “She downed 

Contents               what it holds                     the whole keg.”        Keg → beer 

 

 

 

 



 

Material for          Material  

Object                    replaces item                   “Draw your steel!”    Steel → sword 

 

Genus for              Class for 

Species                  specific member               Beware of                 Here,  ‘animal refers to  

                                                                             that ‘animal’.           a specific creature. 

 

Species                  Member for                       Grab a ‘Kleenex’.     A popular tissue brand 

 for Genus             broader class                                                        It is also used to refer 

                                                                                                                to tissue from any 

                                                                                                                brand in general. 

 

Everyday Examples: 

 

Synecdoche                            Meaning                 Type  

 

We need fresh ‘faces’.               New people               Part→Whole 

The ‘press’ cornered her.         Journalists                Whole→Part 

He owns 500 ‘head’of cattle.   500 cows                   Part→Whole 

Three ‘mouths’ to feed.             Three dependents   Part→Whole 

The ‘crown’ imposed taxes.      Monarch                   Part→Whole 

 

Tips: 

 

Physical Inclusion Test: Can you literally point to X as *part of* Y? If yes, 

synecdoche.   

Reversibility: If swapping whole↔part still makes sense (“hands”↔“sailors”), you’ve 

found synecdoche.   

Proximity vs. Parthood: Association alone is insufficient; ensure tangible 

membership. 

 

Avoiding Confusion Between Figures of Speech 

 

Simile vs. Metaphor: 

 

Simile uses "like" or "as"; metaphor doesn't. 

 

Simile: "Life is like a journey"; Metaphor: "Life is a journey". 

 

Metonymy vs. Synecdoche: 

 

Metonymy: any close association (White House = President). 

 

Synecdoche: specifically part-for-whole (hands = workers). 

 



 

 

Personification vs. Transferred Epithet: 

 

Personification: gives human actions/emotions to things. 

 

Transferred Epithet: moves adjectives to different nouns. 

 

Oxymoron vs. Antithesis: 

 

Oxymoron: contradictory words together ("deafening silence"). 

 

Antithesis: opposing ideas in parallel structure ("best/worst of times"). 

 


