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CRITERIA: 2 – Research, Innovations and Extention 

 
 

Key Indicator: 3.2: Innovation Ecosystem  

 
 

Metric:3.2.2: Number of workshops/seminars/conferences 

including on Research Methodology, Intellectual Property 

Rights (IPR) and entrepreneurship conducted during the last 

five years
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African American Literature

African American literature is the body of literature produced in the United States by

writers of African descent. It began with the works of such late 18th-century writers

as Phillis Wheatley. Before the high point of enslaved people narratives, African

American literature was dominated by autobiographical spiritual narratives. The

genre known as slave narratives in the 19th century were accounts by people who had

generally escaped from slavery, about their journeys to freedom and ways they

claimed their lives. Among the themes and issues explored in this literature are the

role of African Americans within the larger American society, African American

culture, racism, slavery, and social equality.

At the turn of the 20th century, non-fiction works by authors such as W. E. B. Du

Bois and Booker T. Washington debated how to confront racism in the United States.

During the Civil Rights Movement, authors such as Richard Wright and Gwendolyn

Brooks wrote about issues of racial segregation and black nationalism. Today,

African American literature has become accepted as an integral part of American

literature, with books such as “Roots: The Saga of an American Family” by Alex

Haley, “The Color Purple” (1982) by Alice Walker, which won the Pulitzer Prize; and

“Beloved” by Toni Morrison achieving both best-selling and award-winning status.

These works explore the themes integral to the African American experience: The

Legacy of Slavery, The Search for Identity, Oppression and Resilience, Female

Solidarity, and Self-Discovery and Voice.

African American Literature – Seminar Report

The seminar titled “African American literature”, organized by the Department of

English, was held on 11/07/2019 at 1:30 onwards in the seminar hall of our college.

The IQAC chairman, Sandip Kumar Rajak, inaugurated the seminar. The seminar

explored the origins and the history of African American literature. Prof. Manas

Ranjan Chaudhuri, the keynote speaker, explored various themes and issues that are

integral to African American literature: the Harlem Renaissance, slavery and its

legacy, racism and discrimination, and freedom and liberation among others.

Students engaged actively, posing questions and participating in discussions that

enriched the seminar experience. The event concluded with a heartfelt vote of thanks

from Masadul Islam, summarizing the discourse generated during the seminar.
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